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fill the mouth for a time, and preserve the disputant from
the reproach of adhering to an opinion, in vindication of
which he had nothing- to say.

Of this kind is the objection which I am now to remove,
though I remove it only to make way for another, for those
can never be silenced who can satisfy themselves with ar-
guments like this; however, those that offer it expect it
should be answered, and if it should be passed over in the
debate, will boast of its irrefragability, and imagine that
they have gained the victory by the superiority of their
abilities, rather than of their numbers.

That we shall, by passing this bill, give the commons a
power which they want at present, is unquestionably evi-
dent; but we shall only retrieve that which they were never
known to want before, the power of producing evidence;
evidence which we, my lords, must hear, and of whose
testimonies we shall reserve the judgment to ourselves.
The commons will only act as prosecutors, a character
in which they were never conceived to encroach upon our
right. The man whose conduct is the subject of inquiry,
must stand his trial at our bar; nor has the bill any other
tendency, than to enable the commons to bring him to it.

"What can be alleged against this design I know not;
because I can discover no objections which do not imply
guilt, and guilt we are not yet at liberty to suppose. I am
so far from pressing this bill from any motives of personal
malevolence, that I am only doing, in the case of the mi-
nister, what I should ardently desire to be done in my own,
and what no man would wish to obstruct, who was sup-
ported by a consciousness of integrity, and stimulated by
that honest sense of reputation which I have always found
the concomitant of innocence.

I hope I shall be readily believed by your lordships,
when I assert, once more, that I should not only forbear all
opposition to a bill intended to produce a scrutiny, into my
conduct, but that I should promote it with all my interest,
and solicit all my friends to expedite and support it; for
there was once a time, my lords, in which my behaviour
was brought to the test, a time when no expedient was for-